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| DOME alleviation of our diſtreſſes is 
always derived from communication; 
and it is one of the moſt amiable of- 


fices of private friendſhip to blunt the 


ſting of miſery by a participation of our 


ſorrows. But as friendſhip will ſeldom 


bear the teſt of adverſity, and ſhrinks 
into nothing at the frown of fortune, ſo 


thoſe who are moſt in need of its com- 


forts, generally find themſelves moſt 


deſtitute of its ſupport ; and are then 


Privileged to make an appeal to the 


public, It is under this unfortunate ſanc- 


A 2 tion 


r , * by 
a" * OY > : 
* K 0 . 


(ww) 


tion that the following pages Fr ſub- 


mitted to the reader. I boaſt no ad- 
vantages that can render me equal to 
the taſk of writing for the preſs : I am 


C 


_ unſkilled in eloquence ; - the only merit 
of the following ſheets 18 a ſtrict ad- 


herence to truth. I lay claim to ſome 


indulgence for the ſtyle, and more to 
pity for the ſubjea. 


Elizabeth Sara Villa-Real Gooch. 


FLEET-PRISON, 
Jan. 1, 1788. 


** 2 * mg ' 1 2 22 . 


2 
e GR 


— 


AN 


APPEAL * 


YI 


I HAVE lived long in hopes that I ſhould 
not be forced thus publicly to lay open to 
the world the many injuries I have endured; 


after having borne them in ſilence for ten 


years, I would be ſtill ſatisfied to do ſo, did 


not my ſituation and my embarraſſments 
force me to complain, and to appeal to the 


laws. of my country, and before the tribunal 


of juſtice. 
Till the age of ſeventeen, the tender care 


of one parent made up to me, in ſome de- 
gree, my early loſs of the other. Sole heir- 


eſs to my father's fortune, I was educated 
with the idea that I was born to be perfectly 
and completely happy. 
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In the beginning of the year 1775, being 
juſt returned from ſchool, I accompanied my 
mother on: viſit to the late Lord Ducie's, in 
Glouceſterſhire, where we paſſed ſix weeks; 
and from thence to Bath. It was immediately 
Teported that my fortune was much more 
conſiderable than it really was, and it ſoon at- 


| tracted me the attention of thoſe many indi- 


viduals drawn there by the hope of making a 


_ Iplendid eſtabliſhment. It was my misfor- 


tune to give the preference to Mr. Gooch, and 
to tell him ſo. Propoſals from his father 


and himſelf ſoon followed. My mother diſ- 


approved the connection; but not chooſing 
herſelf to determine on ſo important a point, 
ſhe brought me to London, to conſult with 
my uncles, and my aunt, on the ſubject; 
and on the fame day, all Sir Thomas Gooch's 


| family arrived in town alſo. The knowledge 


of my independence, and my infatuation, 
prevailed againſt the advice of all my own 


friends, and we were married at St. George's, 


Hanover- ſquare, on the 13th of May fol- 
lowing. 
To excuſe the haſty ſtep I then 1 I 


mult 


i 
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muſt be allowed to plead my youth, and 
total ignorance of the world, the artifices 
employed by Mr. Gooch to determine me on 
a ſpeedy concluſion, and the childiſh ideas 


which filled my mind, of being miſtreſs of 
myſelf, and that I was going to ſhine with 


that move to which I thought myſelf en- 
titled. 
On the day of the marriage, we went to 
the houſe of my father-in-law at Hampton, 
with the intention of paſſing a few months. 
My mother accompanied, but ſoon left me 
there. A fortnight had not elapſed after her 


departure, before I began to feel heavily the 
weight of the yoke I had brought upon my— 


ſelf; and even now, at this diſtant period, 


my mind recoils at the remembrance of what 


I was doomed to ſuffer. My extreme inexpe- 
rience could not ſhut my eyes: it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to avoid perceiving the very great, 
the very improper intimacy that ſubſiſted be- 
. tween my huſband and another perſon under 
his father's roof, and that I was conſidered 
more as an incumbrance, than as an advan- 


tage to the family. From this moment, in- 
| ſults 


* 
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| ſults ſucceeded to, indifference; the maſk was 
thrown off, and I ſeverely felt that I had been 
ſacrificed to intereſt, Sorrow preyed upon 
my heart; I ſaw myſelf, for the firſt time of 
my life, diveſted of all my natural friends, 
and ſurrounded only by ſtrangers, who ſeem- 
ed to vie with each other, which moſt could 
diſtreſs me, and whoſe ſole aim was to eradi- 
cate the firſt appearance of affection for me, 
which they might perceive likely to grow in 
the breaſt of him, to whom alone I could now 
look up for protection, and for whom I had 
ſacrificed every worldly good | 
A faithful woman-ſervant of my mother's, 
whom ſhe had left with me, was now become 
my only confident: and from her my mother, 
then in Yorkſhire, became acquainted with 
my ſituation. The preſſing letters I received 
from her to go there, and the expreſs injunc- - 
tions of my uncles, who declared my health Þ 


to be in danger if I did not, determined Mr. 


Gooch on indulging this wiſh of my heart; ; 
and we left his father's houſe. I was receiv- 
ed at my mother's with a tenderneſs which 


made 


WJ 


end, as it has proved, in utter ruin. 
went there, leaving the children in Yorkſhire, 


„ 


made me more than ever lament my ſad lepa- 


ration from my own family. 


Mr. Gosch took a houſe at Vork, where I 


laid in of my eldeſt fon; and the year fol- 
lowing, reſided in a houſe belonging to Sir 


William Milner, at Nun-Appleton Park, 


where I laid in of my youngeſt. We lived 
in Yorkſhire about two years. 
had cruelly deprived me of the maid above 
mentioned, becauſe he thought her a ſpy upon 
his actions, and thoſe of his family; but it 


Mr. Gooch 


was the only mark of his unkindneſs I had 


to complain of, as we lived happily together, 
and ſhould ſtill have done ſo, had Mr. Gooch 
_ complied with my reaſonable requeſt, that 
of never more taking me amongſt his own 
relations. 


In the latter end of the year 1778, he in- 


ſiſted on my accompanying him to his father's 
houſe at Bath. In vain I urged every intreaty 
. to diſſuade him. I felt that ſuch a ſtep would 


We 


and, as I thought, with the reſolution of ſoon 


; returning. 


B | But 
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But the period to my happineſs was now 
arrived. It was time to put in execution the 
black ſcheme formed againſt me, and nothing 
was left wanting to complete it, but a trivial 


pretence, which my own livelineſs of diſpo- 


ſition, and inexperience of the world ſoon 
furniſhed. 

After paſſing a few weeks at Sir Thomas's 
houſe, Mr. Gooch informed me, that his in- 
tention being to continue at Bath, he ſhould 
give up the houſe we had in Yorkſhire, and 


ſend for the children. I made uſe of every 


argument againſt it, and for our return to 
the peaceful lite we had quitted, and to a place 
[ was particularly fond of; but my intreaties 
were ineffectual: all I could obtain from him, 
was permiſſion to take a houſe to ourſelves in 
Bath, which he agreed to, and which was 
taken accordingly. 

My ſituation began to grow every day 


more and more irkſome to me; the large 


circle of acquaintance I had formed, the hur- 
ry of diſhpation in which I lived, were ill 
ſuited to my diſpoſition, which, however vola- 
tile in appearance, has always preferred ſerene 

| ko 
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to miſtaken pleaſures, and the real advan- 


tages of ſtudy and ſociety, to the fluctuating 
ſcenes of empty enjoyment. 

My mother was at this time at Lord Ducie's, 
in the Ile of Wight. My uncles, and the reſt 
of my relations were in London ; I wrote to 
them all, and begged their advice and protec- 
tion: I had not a friend near me, nor a per- 
{on in whom I could confide. The anſwer of 
one of my uncles (Doctor Halliſu) was, as 


he has told me ſince, to defire me to come 


immediately to his houſe in town, and that 


he would ſupport me againſt all my enemies. 


This letter I never received, nor ſaw, to this 
hour ; neither did I hear from my mother : 
and my filence to them, on the ſubject of 


their letters, was again interpreted againſt me. 


My love of muſic was the rock on which it 


Was ordained for me to ſplit. It has been my 


conſtant and favourite amuſement from my 
infancy; and my reſource in affliction when 
all others were denied me. Bath afforded 
me an opportunity of cultivating my know- 
ledge of it. Subſcription concerts were held 


every Saturday alternately at the Subſcribers 


B 2 houſes. 


1 
houſes. Lady Gooch was one of them. Sig- 
nor Rauzzm was at Bath, univerſally fol- 
lowed, and admired, He had many ſcholars; 
and I, withing to improve myſelf in Italian 
muſic, unfortunately added to the number. 

Rauzzin had attended me about fix weeks; 
being one night at the Rooms, he gave me a 
paper, which I conceived to be a bill of the 
evening's entertainment; and ſhewed it as 
ſuch to a lady (the Hon. Mrs. Blake), with 
whom I was walking. We perceived it to 
be in writing, and in French ; the purport of 
It was exactly as follows. That he could 
«© not attend me the next morning, being oblig- 
«od to g0 a few miles out of town : that he 
« ſhould return in the evening, and go to the 
«© Rooms, purpoſely for the pleaſure of ſeeing 
* me there.” , This was nothing more than 
the uſual French ſtyle. It was neither dated, 
ſigned, nor directed. I put it into my poc- 
ket; and the next morning, when Signor 
Rauzzin, contrary to his intentions, came 
to give me a leſſon, I ſhewed it to him, and 
inſtead of replacing it in my pocket, let it 
accidentally fall to the ground. 


I muſt 


(13 ) 
1 muſt here obſerve for a moment the ex. 
treme artifice and cruelty employed i in this 


affair by Mr. Gooch's family, both againſt 


the Signor Rauzzim and myſelf. Had they 
choſen any one elſe to ſerve as the inſtrument 
of their vengeance againſt me, it is more than 


probable that perſon would have brought for- 


ward the truth, and juſtified my conduct 


and his own, perhaps at the expence of his 
lite; but every one who knows Mr. Gooch, 
is acquainted with the quietneſs of his diſpo- 


ſition, and his antipathy to meeting any gen- 


tleman in an unamicable manner. Rauzzm 
was then the propereſt, nay, the only proper 


victim to be choſen. A foreigner, of very 


unequal birth to Mr. Gooch, and whoſe only 
ſupport was from the public; who had no 
other friends than thoſe who admired his 


talent; of an inoffenſive diſpoſition, and one 


of thoſe individuals whoſe every virtue ſeems 
to have beea eradicated with their fate : ſuch 
was the perſon made choice of, and ſuch 
was to be the cauſe of our eternal ſeparation. 
The utter ruin of a harmleſs man, whoſe 
ſole dependance, as I have ſaid before, was 


ON 


„ 

on the public; and who was from this hour, 
as it has proved, to be unjuſtly robbed of its 
protection, was a matter of no conſideration, 
when compared to the utility of the charge 
brought againſt him; a charge the more 
infamous, as it ruined, and for ever, two 
innocent perſons; plunged into eternal ſor- 
row, a hitherto happy family; and which, 
as there could be no reaſonable grounds, 


could end only in deſtruction to the one party; 


and in ſorrow and regret to the other. 

As ſoon as my leſſon was over, I went into 
my dreſſing- room to prepare for the public 
concert, where I was engaged that evening to 
take with me Miſs Eliza Mathews, ſince 


married to my firſt couſin, Lord Viſcount 


Galloway. IT perceived that I had loſt the 
note out my pocket, and ran back into 
the dining-room to look for it, but it was 
no where to be found. Mr. Gooch, had been 
at home, and left word he ſhould not return 
to dinner. On queſtioning the butler, I heard 
that he looked unuſually grave at going out. 
My heart began to miſgive me, and | re- 


turned 
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wud up ſtairs to finiſh Ag in the ute 
moſt agitation of mind. 
I now, for the aſt t time of my life, un- 
boſomed myſelf to my own maid, whom I 
had brought out of Yorkſhire, and of whoſe 
fidelity I was aſſured. I defired her to come f 
to the Rooms as ſoon as ſhe had ſeen her | 
maſter, and tell me how he looked. She did. 
ſo in about an hour; and told me, that he had 
been at home, and bore the moſt viſible 
marks of confuſion and diſtreſs. I knew not 
what to do; but conſulted immediately Mon- 
ſieur De Ia Motte, the famous violin-player, 
ſince dead, and who was then at Bath with 
RNeaugaini; he begged I would not hint it to 
him, till his ſinging was over; but I ſoon - 
perceived, by his diſcontented looks, and fal- 
tering voice, that Monſieur La Motte had ; 
been as communicative, as he had deſired me 
to be ſilent. | 
Between the acts, Rauxgini and La Motte i 
came to me; and after conſulting what was to | 
be done, we agreed to place a confidence in the 


t. Miſs Kerrs, with whom I was particularly 
e- mtimate, and who were likewiſe ſcholars 
50 „ 
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of Rauzzini's. Miſs Louiſa Kerr mentioned it 
to Mr. Shirley, a gentleman born in Ireland, 


but who having lived conſtantly abroad, and 
being one of the King of Sardinia's guards, 
his language, manner, and dreſs, were per- 
fectly foreign; it was agreed by this gen- 


tleman, and us all, that I ſhould ſay this 


French note was written by him in a joke to 
Miſs Louiſa Kerr, and given by her to me to 
keep; as I obſerved, it had neither date, ſig- 
nature, nor direction, nor had been even 


fealed. 
On my return, I found Mr. Gooch at 


home, who received me with great coldneſs, 
and aſked me how Rauxzini had ſung that 


night? The conſciouſneſs of my own inno- 


cence, and the plan we had formed, inſpired 
me with courage, and I was the firſt to men- 


tion the note. I referred him to Miſs Louſa 
Kerr, and he promiſed me that he would 
call on her the next morning. Few words 


till that time paſſed between us, when he 


went out ; and about an hour afterwards, ſent 
me a note from his father's, to this effect: 
« 'That he had called at Miſs Kerr's, but had 
* {een 


— — — Dey — 
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« ſeen Mrs. Kerr only, who had told him 
6 the whole affair; and added, that I had 
«© endeavoured to ruin her daughter, as well 
« as myſelf: that having this proof of my 
* infamy,“ ſuch was his expreſſion, ** he 
had reſolved on ſeeing me no more; and 
that his family being determined to make 
« the ſtory public, he adviſed me to leave 


Bath immediately, and that fifty, or a 
« hundred pounds were at my ſervice to 
L « do ſo.” Tr 

My amazement on peruſing this ſtrange 
t epiſtle, is rarely to be felt, and never to be 
deſcribed. Every horror ruſhed upon my 
t mind ; every undeſerved cruelty ſeemed to 


oppreſs me! My ſituation took fromme x 
7 the power of reaſoning, and, in a ſtate of | 
': abſolute diſtraction, hardly knowing what 
I did, I went, accompanied by my own 
maid, to Signor Rauzzim's lodgings, to 
intreat him to clear me up, and to vindicate 
himſelf and me againſt ſuch unmerited, ſuch 
unexampled accuſations. I found him and 
M onſieur De la Motte together; they very 
prudently did not ſuffer me to ſtay five 1 
þ 5 5 minutes „„ 
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minutes there, and I returned to my own 


houſe, where eyery ill awaited me. The 
perſon who accompanied me, and had then 
lived with me two years in the capacity of 
my own maid, 1s the wife of Mr. Turner, 
horſe-dealer, in Oxford-ſtreet, and can au- 
thenticate having been with me to Raugzini 's, 
and my having never ſeen him alone. 
On my return home, I ſent my maid with 
ſeveral different notes to Sir Thomas Gooch's, 
intreating my huſband to come to me, and to 


hear me. He was deaf to every remon- 


| ſtrance, and his father's ſervants had orders 
Af not to let in any of mine. 

| | Towards evening, an open circulating card 

. was brought me, and the ſame ſent all over 

. Bath; it contained the following words: 

4 1 | © An unfortunate affair having happened in 
8 yr” 


Sir Thomas Gooch's family, the concert to 


be held there on e next, is un- 


« avoidably poſtponed.” 
Soon after I had received this card; Mr. ; 
Gooch came to me, accompanied by his next | 


brother, now the Rev. Dr. Gooch, Arch- 


deacon of Sudbury ; he told me, that Sir 


! Francis 
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Francis and Lady Sykes, whom TI had ex- 


pected ſome time, were juſt arrived; that he 
had been with them at the Inn, and having 


told them the ſtory, they had inſtantly ſet out 


again for London; that letters were ſent off 


to my mother, in the Iſle of Wight, and to 
the reſt of my family, acquainting them that 


: I had forfeited every claim to their affection; 


that as every thing was become public, it was 


indiſpenfibly neceſſary that we ſhould part ; 
he added, that I had my choice whether I 


would retire to a remote part of England, or 
go to a convent in France, at leaſt till ſuch 


time as all was blown over. 


\ Young, and inexperienced as I then was, 
a ſtranger to misfortune, and never having 
formed an idea of it—to find myſelf at once 
torn from every tie—forſaken by my huſband, 
blackened in the eyes of my own family, 


and of the whole world—ſeparated from my 


children, who were then on the road from 
Yorkſhire to join me at Bath—no friend, no 
adviſer—1s it to be ſuppoſed that I knew how 
to judge for myſelf, and -what was fitteſt 


for me? 


C 2 I had 
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1 had but few hours left me to determine, 
for I was to leave Bath that night, and Mr, 
Gooch had at length conſented to accompany 
me. I choſe France. I had never been 
there; and I repeat again, that I knew not 
what I was doing. I begged to have my 
maid with me, which Mr. Gooch firſt con- 
ſented to, and then denied me; and with 
only a very ſmall quantity of cloaths, we 
{et off on the 24th of December, 1778, be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the morning, 
and in a hired poſt-chaiſe, for Dover. 

So- great were Mr. Gooch's apprehenſions 
of being purſued and overtaken by any of my 
family, that he not only avoided taking any 
carriage of our own, but alſo any ſervant ; 

and we travelled all the way with the blinds 
drawn up, without ever ſtopping, but to 
change carriages, and not even that in Lon- 
don. 'On our arrival at Dover, Mr. Gooch 
took a veſſel, and we embarked for Calais, 
where he hired a carriage and a ſervant of 
Mr. Payne, who then kept the Silver Lion 
there, and now the York Houſe, at Dover. 
The 


1 
The next day we proceeded to St. Omers, 5 1 
and from thence to Lille. | | 


Thus was I condemned by the verdi& of | | 
groundleſs ſuſpicion, and hurried inteFrance, _ 7 


without a hearing. This precipitate conduct 
of Mr. Gooch cannot but ſtrike the moſt 4 
ſuperficial obſerver, as originating in extreme I; 
cruelty and folly : folly in conſtruing the 
contents of Raugzini's note into a meaning. 


which, to an unprejudiced mind, they could 5 : 
never bear; and cruelty in ſacrificing my hap- 1 
pineſs, and the peace of my family and | 


friends, to an incident as trivial in its nature, 
as its effects, by the intervention of malig- 
nant motives, were rendered fatal. 
Had Mr. Gooch poſſeſſed the leaſt ſhare of 
that affection which I was taught to believe 
induced him to ſolicit my hand, his heart 
would have prompted him to act in a very 
different manner : he would have been anxi- 
ous for that reputation, the ſlandering of 
which could not but reflect diſgrace on him- 
ſelf, if he took no method to wipe away tze 
aſperſion, or to confirm the truth But, alas! 
Mr. Gooch's feelings were not the feelings of 
| a huſ- 
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a huſhand ; his motives were not the motives 


of a friend. I was, as I have already intimat- 
ed, early convinced that my property having 
been fecured as Mr. Gooch wiſhed, my per- 
fon was deemed an incumbrance, and my 
happineſs was to be ſacrificed to ſome private 
views, which Mr. Gooch ſeems, from the 
firſt moment of our connection, to have en- 
tertained, and which were totally incompat- 


ible with conjugal felicity. Hence the treat- 


ment I received under the roof of his own 
father; hence the early inclination he dif- 
covered to render my domeſtic life uncom- 


fortable; hence his eagerneſs to ſeize the firſt 


opportunity, however trivial the occurrence, 
to render my name infamous, and to free 


Himſelf from the reſtraints of a huſhand. In- 
fluenced by motives ſo baſe and diſhonour- 


able, it was not to be expected that his 
conduct ſhould flow from any ſenſe of right, 
or ary feeling of delicacy. To inſure his 


happineſs, it was neceſſary that mine ſhould 


expire: and as this could only be effected 
by my own conduct, a futile, and indeed a 
ridiculous opportunity was taken ta ſtigmatize 

that 
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that conduct by the breath of Slander: and, 


extraordinary as it muſt appear, he who 


ought to have ſilenced, blew the trumpet of 
Calumny. 


I am the more particular in this ſtage of 


my narration, as the folly and cruelty of Mr. 


Gooch's conduct mult entirely exculpate me, 
in the eye of Reaſon, from aſperſions 7hus 
fabricated; and that ſuch conduct was evi- 
dently purſued to Force me into ſome mea- 
ſures for diſſolving that connection from 


which Mr. Gooch wiſhed to aa only 


pecuniary advantages. | 
Mr. Gooch remained with me ten days at 


the Hotel de Bourbon, which time was ſpent 


in ſeeing the town, its different convents and 
environs. In one of the former, it was in- 
tended I ſhould be placed ; but the firſt ap- 
pearance of the nuns (ſo different from any 


thing I had ever ſeen) frightened me from all. 


idea of their ſociety, and Mr. Gooch took a 
lodging for me at an apothecary's, named 
| Boudin, on the Grande Place. He hired two 
ſervants for me, a man and a maid, whom 
he knew nothing of, and ſtaid with me him- 

ſelf 
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ſelf a few days in the lodging. He then told 
me that he muſt return immediately to Eng- 
land; but promiſed, by all that was ſacred, 
he would come back to me in a few months; 
that I was his firſt conſideration; and that if 
he found it abſolutely neceſſary to give up his 
family, or me, he ſhould not heſitate to 
facrifice the former, to live in future happi- 
neſs with his wife and his children. 
The day was now fixed for his departure; 
his carriage was to be at the door on the 
opening of the gates the next morning: it 
came; but my tears, my earneſt prayers pre- 
vailed, and it was ordered back again till the 
next. In vain I made uſe of every intreaty 
to prevail on Mr. Gooch not to forſake me; 
he ſeemed to partake of my ſorrow, and fo 
great was his agitation the laſt day he was 
with me, that I am convinced he fincerely 
repented what he was doing; that he thought, 
as I did, our ſeparation was only for a time, 
and that he fulfilled his cruel refolution but 
iT in abſolute compliance with the promiſes he 
{ had given to his family. 


The 
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The next morning I was leſs ſucceſsful | 
than I had been on the former, Mr. Gooch 
gave me thirty guineas, and left me for 
ever |—For ſome time a ſtate of abſolute 
ſtupefaction afforded me relief; but I was 
ſoon awakened from it by the recollection of 
my ſituation, I found myſelf a prey to every 
horror that the human breaſt can feel. Ina 
_ ſtate of diſtraction, I ſent for Madame Fiquer, 

the miſtreſs of the Hotel de Bourbon, and 

offered her ten guineas to ſend off an expreſs 
to St. Omers, where I knew Mr. Gooch was 
to ſleep that night, with a letter from me, 
repreſenting the agony of my mind, and in- 
treating his ſpeedy return. She had, doubt- 
leſs, her orders from him, for I could not 
prevail on her to do ſo. I am greatly inclined 
to believe, that had this happened, he would 
have returned, and left me no more. But it 
was nat to be. My ruin was regiſtered in 
the book of fate. Providence had permitted 
that it ſhould be ſo, and no attempts of mine 
could reverſe it. Why did not an inſtantane- 
ous death ſucceed to thoſe violent commo- 
tions of my ſoul ? Why did not the Almighty, 
D in 
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in pity, take me to himſelf, while I was yet 
but on the brink of fate? while my days were 


unſullied by the force of bad example, and 


of dangerous connections? while I might 
have died lamented, as I had lived beloved, 
by my family? Why were all theſe bright 
proſpects changed to eternal darkneſs ? and 
what, good God! what had I done, of 
what had I been guilty, to merit the ſum of 


ills I was born to endure! 


But i it was time to refle& attentively on my 
new ſituation; Mr. Gooch was gone, and 
had left me without other ſociety than my 
own confuſed ideas. For ſome days, grief 
overpowered me; nor could any thing but 


the certainty which I then thought I poſſeſſ- 


ed, of being ſpeedily re-united to him, have 
prevented my ſinking under the weight of it. 

I now recollected that one of my uncles, 
Mr. Charles Melliſb, had reſided for ſome 
time at Orleans. I wrote him an account of 


what had paſſed, and begged he would re- 


ceive me at his houſe, As he had heard- * 


nothing of the affair I mentioned, his anſwer © 
was expreſſive of the greateſt ſurpriſe and | 
uneaſlls 
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uneaſineſs; he told me, that he would be 
with me at Lille in a few days after the arri- 
val of his letter; that he would do any thing 
in his power to aſſiſt Mr. Gooch and myſelf, 
and to be of uſe to either ; but that he could 
not be a party in ſo nice an affair. Soon after 


this, T had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him; 


Ms. Melliſb apparently felt for me, and cer- 
tainly foreſaw all that muſt inevitably hap- 
pen: but with that timid prudence which 
_ prevails in all families, againſt an unfortu- 
nate individual, and I think, particularly in 
mine, Mr. Melliſb declined bringing me to 
England with him, whither he was then 


going for the purpoſe of conſulting with the 
reſt of my relations on what ſteps were to be 


taken. | \ 

I continued to receive from Mr. Gooch, 
the kindeſt and moſt affectionate letters, 
written on the road, every day, till the one 
on which he arrived at Bath. On that even- 
ing, he wrote to me again; but how diffe- 
rent was the ſtyle how very widely diffe- 
rent from thoſe promiſes he had made me, 
and which alone ſupported me in this danger- 
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ous hour of trial!—His letter began as fol- 


lows: 

% Madam! | 

After having informed you that I am 
«« ſafely arrived at Bath, and found your 
children well, it is neceſſary to acquaint 
„you that in conſequence of the different 
e reports circulated againſt you, it is im- 
« poſſible for me to think of living with 
«« you again; at leaſt for two, or three years; 
„ you are your own miſtreſs to paſs them 
% where you pleaſe ; but I ſhould recommend 
«« you to go into a convent ; where repent- 
ance, and a future good conduct may at 
* length eradicate from the minds of your 
« relations and friends, your late highly 
& blameable one, &c. &c.“ : 


The ſame packet brought me letters from 


my mother, and my uncles ; they were filled 


with accuſations void of truth, and re- 


proaches I had never deſerved. But it is 


impoſſible for me to deſcribe the different 
ſenſations which filled my mind on the re- 


ceipt of Mr. Gooch's unexpected letter. In- 
dignation ſucceeded to the violence of grief, 


and 
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and every contending paſſion burſt in upon 


my ſoul! In the bitterneſs of my heart, I 


wrote to him, „That as he had broken his 
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word with me once, a word ſo ſolemnly 


 * pledged, and in ſuch a dreadful moment, 
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and as by ſo doing he had entirely annulled 
the moſt ſacred of engagements; I had 


come to a cruel, but final determination of 


never ſeeing him more! A reſolution, 
ſtrengthened by the moſt mature delibe- 


ration, and from which the whole world 


ſhould never tempt me to recede, unleſs 


* he would immediately join me abroad, 
where all might be well; but that I could 
not think of returning to England under 


ſuch circumſtances, and that if he did 
not comply with my requeſt, all further 
connection ſhould end there.“ 


No ſooner had I diſpatched this letter, than 


Nature, exhauſted by ſuch rude conflicts, re- 


ſigned me to repoſe. A languid fever kept 


me in my bed, from whence nothing but my 


youth, and ftrength of conſtitution could 


have relieved me. 


I had 
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had hitherto enjoyed my griefs in ſolitude, . 


The firſt ſnare that I was to fall into, was the 
moſt dangerous of all, a ſnare concealed un- 
der the maſk of friendſhip A gentleman, 
whom I had feen in Yorkſhire, but whoſe 
character prevents his returning there, and 
even his own countrymen from affociating 
with him abroad; together with a lady, who 
had been for many years parted from her 
hufband; theſe were my firſt acquaintance, 
and to them I owe the firſt ſtep to my de- 
ſtruction. Their pernicious counſels induced 
me to reject the injunctions of my mother, 
and my whole family, who now wrote to me 
in the moſt preſſing manner to return to 
them: But how true is the obſervation, that 
the firſt imprudent ftep imperceptibly leads 
on to others, till by degrees the laſt is taken, 
and it is become too late to recede! 


The charms of novelty began now to ex- 
cite my attention; I have already obſerved, 
that Mr, Gooch had left me in lodgings: on 
the Grande Place, where the beautiful view 
of the parade, compoſed of ſeven regiments, 


andidrawn up there every day, the ſound of 
the 


e 
the martial muſic which attended them, ſoon 
drew me to my windows, from whence I 


was unfortunate enough to attract the atten- 


tion of the French officers. Their firſt in- 
quiries were to learn my name, the ſituation, 
and the motives that had brought me to 
Lille, thus unknown and unprotected? The 
anſwers they received, correſponded with the 
ideas they had formed; it was univerſally 
conjectured that ſome love affair had brought 
me there; that the ſtory of the Engliſhman 
who, had accompanied me, being my huſ- 
band, and having forſaken me, was a fictitious 
tale of woe, invented only for the purpoſe of 
deceiving the public, but by no means * 
bable enough to perſuade it. 

Calumny ſeldom fails of gaining the tri- 
bute due to Truth: In this unfortunate 


affair its ſhafts were every way pointed againſt 
me; Mr. Gooch's family feared he might re- 


pent of the ſteps he had taken ; and during 
his abſence, they had induſtriouſly propa- 
gated the blackeſt falſehoods, which had 
gained credit in the world againſt his return, 
that every way his ear might be poiſoned, 


and 
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and his good intentions (ſhould he have 
formed them) be defeated. On Mr. Gooch's 
return to Bath, he found his children arrived 


there, who were on the road from Yorkſhire 
at the dreadful moment of our departure. It 


was probable, that in a heart not abſolutely 
bad, the feelings of a Huſband, and of a Fa- 
ther would be awakened at ſight of them; 
the recollection of the ſituation he had left 
me in, and the ſight of theſe children, as yet 
too young to be conſcious of their loſs, too 
young to be deprived of a mother's care, 
muſt have recalled ſome tender ideas; and it 
was neceſſary thoſe ideas ſhould be repelled 
by the tongue of Calumny. _ 
Thus was my fame murdered at home, and 
not a friend appeared to eſpouſe my cauſe. I 


received this information from my own 


family; who, though it was impoſſible they 
ſhould believe me innocent under ſuch aſ- 
perſions, could not but harbour reſentment 


againſt Mr. Gooch's, for the indefatigable 
pains they took to deſtroy me. At Lille, I 


was equally a victim to Slander ; I was look- 
ed on, and repreſented as an impoſtor, and 
con- 
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conſidered only as having aſſumed my own a 


name. To ſtrengthen this idea, Lady Char- 


lolte Ratcliffe gave out that (he had received 


a letter from Lady Dowager Tyrconnell, aſſur- 
ing her that I was at Bruſſels with Mr. Gooch, 


and that I was by no means the perſon I 


wiſhed to appear. Lady Charlotte, poſſeſſing 


herſelf neither youth nor beauty, was happy 
in an opportunity of injuring thoſe who en- 
Joyed ſuch envied, but miſtaken advantages. 


Tt was to my milliner, that I owed the know- 


ledge of Lady Charlo!te's diſcoveries ; I wrote 
her ladyſhip a letter, to which ſhe either 
would not, or more probably could not, 

reply. | 
Not a day now paſt that I did not receive 
letters from ſome of the officers at Lille ; nor 
a night that I was not honoured by ſerenades 
under my windows. had hitherto declined 
all viſits, nor had been even once out of my 
houſe, I accepted at length an invitation 
from the officers of the royal Bavarian re- 
giment, and a ticket from their Colonel, to 
attend the funeral ceremony of the Elector ; 
tor which neither coſt nor magnificence was 
E ſpared. 
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ſpared. I hoped (notwithſtanding Lady 
Charlotte), that this opportunity of making 
acquaintance with my countrywomen at Lille, 
would not fail to procure me their ſanction ; 
but in that I was equally mortified and diſ- 
appointed; a look of contempt, an imper- 
tinent ſtare, was all I received from them. 
Conſcious that my ſuperiority of rank, and 
hitherto unſpotted conduct entitled me to 
different treatment, I could only ſuppoſe envy 
to be their guide; and I then, for the firſt 
time, remarked with regret, what I have 
frequently had reaſon to obſerve ſince, that 
the Engliſh abroad, inſtead of protecting, 
and aſſiſting each other, are ever the firſt to 
diſtreſs, to expoſe, and to hurt them in the 
opinion of ſtrangers ; defeating by thoſe means 
the purpoſes for which too many of them are 
obliged to ſeek foreign climes, and fly their 
own. 

Il was now bereft of every reſource but the 
two former acquaintance I have alluded to; 
they were the means of drawing me into 
more, and I was no longer inſenfible to variety, : 
and that admiration which it was impoſſible 
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for a young imprudent woman not to obtain, 


ſituated as I then was in one of the largeſt 
garriſon towns in France ; in a country where 


I need not ſay the military are remarkable 
for their gallantry ; without other adviſers 


than thoſe, who, fallen themſelves, wiſhed 
to bring me on the ſame level; and who, 
alas ! but too well ſucceeded. 


The thirty guineas which Mr. Gooch had 


left me, were gone; and I now, for the firſt 


time of my life, knew the want of money !— 


Madame Figuet, not hearing from Mr. Gooch 
as he had promiſed, began to grow impor- 


tunate, my expences at her houſe being con- 


fiderable ; to her I am indebted for my firſt 
knowledge of pawn-brokers ; ſhe put my 
watch, and two diamond rings I had with me, 
into the care of one of them. Money, how- 


ever, ſoon came from England, and they 


were redeemed. 

I was ſoon prevailed on to participate the 
way of life preſcribed by my two friends; 
and I ſtooped without reluctance to gather 


the roſes which Nature ſeemed to have ſtrewn 


in my path, without apprehending, or being 
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mindful of the thorns which lay beneath 


them ; I launched into a ſcene of diſſipation, 
and pleaſure became my law. Sometimes, 


indeed, a ſigh would invade my breaſt ; but 


it was a ſigh of uncertainty and doubt, and 
was ſoon ſuppreſſed by the idea that all I was 


then forſaking, would be amply made up to 
me by thoſe indulgent friends and acquaint- 


ance I was forming every hour ; their fen- 
timents ſo entirely correſponded with the 
notions I then entertained of happineſs, and 
were ſo foreign to thoſe of auſterity and con- 
troul, to which I had been accuftomed, that 
I began to congratulate myſelf on the choice 


1 had made, nor ſaw the danger *till I was 


irrecoverably loſt! 
My two friends had prevailed on me to ac- 
company them to the play; I did fo; and 


there formed an acquaintance with an officer 


of the regiment of Anjou, of the name of 


Du Bug. He aſked, and obtained leave to 
viſit me ; and he ſoon ſtrengthened my re- 
ſolution of returning home no more! Fatal. 
reſolution !—moſt fatal in its conſequences ! 
Monſieur Du Bug's unremitting aſſiduities 

flattered 
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flattered my vanity, nor did I then perceive 
his motives. His views had every appear- 
ance of what the world terms honourable ; 


and in conſequence of them, and of my own 
Inclinations, I applied to Mr. Gooch to ſolicit 


a divorce, in hopes that my marriage with 
Mr. Du Bug would be productive of that 
domeſtic happineſs, to which J have ever aſ- 


pired, without being able to obtain. Mr. 


Gooch ſeconded by deſire; and a ſhort time 
after, wrote to beg that 1 would follow the 


inſtructions I ſhould receive from Mr. Wobd. 


cock, of Lincoln's-Inn, whom he had em- 
ployed as his ſolicitor in this affair. 

I received by every packet letters from this 
Mr. Woodcock ; and was at length apprized 


by them of the departure of ſome of Mr. 


Gooch's ſervants for Lille; who had alfo re- 


_ ceived inſtructions on their ſide, to obtain 
from me the proofs of crimmality, neceſſary 


towards the obtaining a final diſſolution of 
our marriage. 
Shortly after, Mr. Gooch's own ſervant, ac- 


companied by his wife, who was head-nurſe 


to my children, and the ſame interpreter that 
Mr. 
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Mr. Gooch firſt hired on our arrival at Calais, 


and who, had ieturned with him, arrived at 


Lille; but [ muſt not attempt to deſcribe the 


| bitterneſs of my feelings, on ſeeing my own 


ſervants ſent to me on ſuch an errand! My 


Heart was torn with anguiſh, and I would 


have facrificed all; nay, even life itſelf had it 
been poſſible, to have been to them what I 


was before I muſt alſo do juſtice to them, 


for they were almoſt equally affected; it was 
a ſcene of agony and woe that was too much 
for me, and which I never ſhould have ſup- 
ported, but through the ſolicitations of the 
French officer, and my other acquaintance, 


They repreſented to me the folly of my not 


acceding to what I had myſelf deſired ; of 
the impropriety there would be in having 
gone ſuch lengths, without the intention of 


purſuing them; of the impoſſibility I was 


now under of being re-united to Mr Gooch ; 
and of the neceſſity under which I now lay, of 
ſuppreſlin g every finer feeling. 

Delicacy forbids my entering into parti- 
culars of the requeſt made to me; the bare 
ſuſpicion of it was ſufficient to overthrow the 

intended 
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intended purpoſe in the Houſe of Ld; + 


ſuſpicion fo highly reprobated by the og 


cellor, as to occaſion the very means employed 
to facilitate the divorce, being the moſt effec- 


tual to prevent it; for how could a man, Who 


was not loſt to every ſenſe of honour and hu- 
manity, ſolicit from his wife proofs of open 
and avowed adultery, fend his own ſervants 
and hers to witneſs them! and how could 


Mr. Woodcock, ſo far forget the duties of his 


profeſſion, as to be aiding and ahetting in the 
ruin of an imprudent, but a helpleſs, an in- 
jured woman? 
The ſervants delivered me up a trunk, 

which contained all my wearing apparel ; my 
jewels, Mr. Gooch thought proper to keep; ho 
alſo deprived me of my father's and mother's 
Pictures, which I wore to pearl bracelets, and 
which I have never been able to recover, He 


mentioned in his letter that it was at my mo- 


ther's particular requeſt he had kept them; 
that ſne thought me unworthy the having them 


in my poſſeſſion. On my writing to her, and 


complaining of her unkindneſs, ſhe aſſured 
me that it was without her knowledge they 
were taken from me. 
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In this trunk was 4 ſuit of cloaths I bad 
worked for Mr. Gooch; and a miniature pic- 


ture of myſelf ſet in a ring, which he had con- 


ſtantly worn. I was deſired to deliver up all 
the letters I had received from him fince our 


ſeparation, which [ moſt imprudently did; 


not knowing at that time, of what Ale they 


might be in future to me. 


This is all Jever received from Mr. Gooch. 


— All the plate, and a great part of the houſ- 


hold linen I left with him, had ;heen the pro- 


perty of my father; theſe, together with my 


harpſichord, piano- forte, muſic, books, and 
papers, which were all my own, were ne- 


ver returned me, though he repeatedly pro- 


miſed that they ſhould be ſent to me. 
The ſervants having executed their com- 


miſſion, returned to England; and ſhortly 


after, I came to England myſelf. My firſt 
viſit was to Mr. Woodcock, who ſupplied me 
with money, of which I was then deſtitute. 
He had frequently mentioned in his letters, 
the indiſpenſible neceſſity there was, on my 


coming of age, an event which had juſt taken 


place, of my ſigning a paper which he had 


Prepar ed, 
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prepared, and which he told me was to ſuffer 
a recovery of my eſtates in Nottinghamſhire ; 

which, by cutting off the entail on Lord Gal- 
 laway, empowered the ſale of thoſe eſtates, 
and would conſequently bring in an addi- 
tional income from four, to five hundred a 
year, which he told me, would be equally 
divided between Mr. Gooch and myſelf, dur- 
ing our joint lives 3 he likewiſe told me, that 
he did not conceive his taking equally Mr. 
Gooch's intereſt and mine, to be improper ; 
but aſked me if I choſe to mention any other 
gentleman of the law to act for me ?—Mr. 
Woodcock knew perfectly well that I had no 
friend in England, or indeed any where elſe, 
and he even lamented his knowledge of that 
in one of his letters to me. It was not then 
likely to ſuppoſe, that, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, and with my youth, and inexpe- 
rience of the world, I ſhould counteract any 
defign of Mr. Woodcock's, or give even one 
ſingle thought to my own intereſt. Happy 
indeed would it have been, had I formed an 
idea how much an adviſer was become neceſ- 
ſary but I was deceived, as I may ſay, by 
„ Coon on 
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"my own free will and conſent, and having 
no duplicity or guile in my own character, it 
Was impoſſible for me to learn before expe- 
rience had taught me, what it was to be who 
victim of them in others ! | 

1 ſigned the paper at Mr. Woodcock's by 
his deſire ; without any other knowledge of 
it, than ſeeing Mr. Gooch's name above my 
own, which he had previouſly ſubſcribed; 
and I am to this hour a total ſtranger to its 
contents. I can only fay, that I have never 
heard farther mention of the ſale of my eſtate, 
nor of the additional income that was you 
miſed me. 

But from this INE PE every thing "LET: 
to wear a new face ; I had certainly expended 
in France more money than was neceſſary, 
and which I was only beginning to learn the 
uſe of, and it was neceſſary to make me a re- 
gular allowance. Mr. Woodcock was totally 
changed in his conduct towards me, ſince I 
had ſigned that paper; like the ſerpent in 
Paradiſe, having prevailed on the woman,“ 
his buſineſs was done, and it was unneceſ- 
ſary to wear the maſk any longer. On my 


going 


("240 -) 


going to his chambers the very next morning, 
he received me with a coolneſs I had never 
before perceived in him; and told me that a 
very ſmall allowance was more than ſufficient 
for the - encouragement of vice; that Mr. 


Geoch had generouſly conſented to allow 2001. 
a year, under the preſent circumſtances, du- 
ring his, and my mother's joint lives; that 
I ſhould receive 10]. per annum, in addition, 


if I ſurvived my mother; and 4ool. per an- 


num, jointure, if I ſurvived him. 

Soon after this, I returned to Lille, and 
was paid 50l. on the next quarter-day, and 
gol. on every future one, by the hands of 
Meſſrs. Hoare. At that time I was prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with the idea, that the next meeting of 
Parliament would ſettle the diſſolution of my 
marriage, and that a few months would unite 
me to Monſieur Du Bug: but in this I was 
diſappointed ; the bill was not brought for- 
ward that ſeſſions, which, as it has preved 


in the end, was a moſt happy circumſtance 
for me! 


I was ſtill in correſpondence with my fa- 
a but I no longer poſſeſſed a home to 
2 which 
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which I could by right lay a claim; my mo- 


ther and my grand- mother offered to receive 
me at their houſes; but it was as a repentant 
ſinner, not as an injured child ! My heart 


was cruelly divided; Iwiſhed to return to 


them, but the idea of being received with re- 
proaches, and the equally; mortify ing idea of 
becoming a dependant on their bounty, was a 


conlideration my ſpirit could not brook. On 


the other hand, I was reſtrained by the ſolici- 
tations of thoſe whom I then iconfidered to be 


my friends; and by a ſtill more powerful ad- 


vocate, by a man to whom Indw looked up 


for protection, and for uhoſe ſake I had at 


length determined to enn every whey 


good! 25 


The letters ot. an abſent, | and Sond of- 
fended family, were but weak conſiderations, 
when oppoſed to the prayers of what I then 
believed to be pure, and diſintereſted affec- 
tion. A few. months convinced me how fa« 


tally I had been miſtaken ; but it was then 


too late, and I was now become as. blame» 


able as I had been hitherto unfortunate. 


This was the wie —.— J had received 


1 from 


tu 


from experience, to beware of the artifice, 
the duplicity of mankind ; but it was not a 
ſufficient one for me; I was to have many 
more before I could be perſuaded to believe, 
that few, very few think as I do; whoſe 


hearts are open to the diſtreſſes of the un- 


happy, and who are incapable to deceive, and 
to betray. I have been ever a victim to cruel- 
ty and diſhonour ; but I have, nevertheleſs, 


the conſciouſneſs of knowing, that my, fate, 


though moſt unfortunate, has ſerved to light 


me to an elevation of ſentiment, which the 


fordid mind can never poſſeſs ! 

To a mind unprejudiced againſt me—to a 
mind that will attentively refle& on the ſitu— 
ation in which I then was, it muſt evidently 
appear, that i it was almoſt impoſſible for me 
to avoid that impending ruin which had been 
long ſuſpended over my head! What could 
I do ?—with theſe ideas, and my natural le- 
vity of diſpoſition, I could not avoid plung- 
ing deeper into deſtruction, till I had loſt 
ſight of the path by which I ſhould ever be 
likely. to e and till the remainder of 

| my 
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my days were confgned to. miſery, and to 
perpetual repentance !.. ' r | 
The next ne n 1 formed at Lille, 
was with the Baron d Arthaud, an officer in 
the regiment of the Guiraſſiers; ; all that could 
pleaſe and captivate. the mind were united in 
him. A fine, figure, a pleaſing addreſs, and 
cvery elegant accompliſhment : were certainly 
his: yet {till L will venture to affirm, that 
had the Baron poſſeſſed only the common arts 
of ſeduct ion, he wauld not have been dan- 
gerous for me; ſo deeply waunded , was my 
heart by the firſt, nay the only attachment it 
had formed; ſo cruelly had 1 been deceived 
by Monſieur Du Bug's mercenary conduct, 
that I will venture to affirm the Baron. never 
would have ſucceeded him 1 in my affections, 
had he made choice of any other plea for his 
own, than the ſanction of pity for my ſuffer- 
ings, ardent offers of future proxedtion, and 
of, real Knee friendſhip... 


«a ft 3*7-þ} » 


* 1 ent N kad 8 left me 

at Lille, with a promiſe of very ſoon return 

ing; he went to his mother's at Toul, 
L 


Eu 


Lorraine, from whence he wrote to beg that 
I would immediately leave Lille, and conſent 


to go, for the preſent, to a convent at Nancy, 
for the purpoſe of being near him. I imme- 
diately complied with his requeſt. I was to 


paſs through Toul, in my way to Nancy; on 


my arrival at the inn there, I ſent for the 
Baron, who directly came to me in his mo- 
ther's name, who begged to ſee me at her 
houſe. | 

[ have frequently remarked in the different 
incidents of my life, that whenever any thing 
unhappy is to befall me, a certain preſenti- 
ment ſeems to announce it ! It did ſo at this 
juncture ; for although I was received at the 
Baroneſs D' Arthaud's, by herſelf and her 
ſon, with every demonſtration of kindneſs, 
a certain ſomething whiſpered in the voice 
of ſorrow, and bade me not be happy in 
the reſidence the Baroneſs had propoſed, and 


inſiſted on my making at her houſe. 


I now wrote with confidence to all my own 
family; and received anſwers from them ex- 
preſſive of their ſatisfaction at knowing me, 
under the ſanction of a Woman of Credit 
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and Faſhion, whoſe wiſhes ſeemed ſo entirely 
to correſpond with thoſe of the Baron and 


my. own, for a ſpeedy concluſion of our 
marriage. 'The Baroneſs had written to, and 


received letters from my uncles ; ſhe had alſo 


employed different perſons to get from Eng- 


land the moſt exact informations on the ſub- 


ject of my future fortune; but of this latter 
circumſtance, I was then ignorant. I paſſed 


four months at her houſe; and during the 
laſt two, received no anſwers to the letters I 


ſent to my family; this I had afterwards rea- 
ſon. to account for. Madame D' Arthaud, 
finding that my fortune, nor any part of it, 


was at my own diſpoſal, not only forbade 
me her houſe, and her ſon any farther inter- 
courſe with me, but had infamy enough to 


invent, and to communicate to my family, 
the moſt atrocious falſehoods on the ſubject 
of my conduct at her houſe, as an excuſe for 
the unnatural, and unmerited inhumanity of 
her own. 
I prepared for my Sartre to England 3 

but not all the unkindneſs, and the threats 
of the Baroneſs towards her ſon, could per- 


L 


ade 


> 
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ſuade him to deſiſt from his reſolution of 
accompanying me to Calais. We accordingly 
left his exaſperated mother, and travelled in 
a ſmall cabriolet of his; which not being 
able to convey my trunks, I left them at her 
houſe, with directions for Calais, where the 
Baroneſs was to ſend them. She promiſed 
to do ſo, but from that time to this, I have 
never received any of them: ſhe informed 
her ſon, that ſhe had kept them for the pur- 
poſe of reimburſing the expences I had occa- 
ſioned her. A large diamond ring, the gift 
of my mother on my marriage, which I had 
left in pledge at Lille, I had a little before 


ſent money to redeem, and had recommended 


it to the care of an officer in the Baron's re- 
giment ; that ring was, as he ſays, ſent to me 
at Toul, but I never have heard more of it 
ſince, 

. The Baron remained with me ſome time 
at Calais ; and we both joined in intreating 
my uncles, to forward the means of the di- 
vorce. A deficiency being found in the for- 
mer witneſſes, others were immediately ſent 


to Calais; and great care was ordered to be 
G taken 


„% ET 
taken of their having no intercourſe with me. 
One of them, being an old maid ſervant of 
my own, I could not avoid ſeeing and con- 
verſing with. They took with them to Eng- 
land a cook-maid, belonging to the houſe at 
Calais, where I lodged with the Baron. But 
all theſe manceuvres proved ineffectual: the 
bill was thrown out, and I was thrown upon 
the world again, without any guide but my 
own imprudence ; or having the chance of 
making up by a ſecond marriage, the miſe= 
ries reſulting to me from the firſt. 
I be Baron was obliged to return to his re- 
giment ; but engaged me before he went, to 
take an apartment for three months in the 
convent of the Benedictines, at Calais; I ac- 
cordingly did, and he left me there; but 
took, previous to his departure, my watch, 
which was enriched with diamonds, and two 
diamond rings, I conſtantly wore ; fearing, 
he ſaid, my generoſity of temper, would in- 
duce me to part with them in favour of ſome 
female friends I might acquire in the convent; 
he never thought proper, or perhaps could 
not in future, reſtore them to me. 


The 


- .,AP 
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Ihe life I was obliged to lead in the con- 


vent, was ill adapted to my taſte ; nor could I 


long withſtand the temptations of a fair wind, 


and veſſels failing for England. I left the 
convent, and came over. Would I had never 
done ſo, ſince the ſteps I then took, have 
proved the moſt fatal of my life, have for 
ever ſhut up againſt me the doors of my 
own family! e | 

A few days after my arrival in London, I 
was viſited by two of my uncles, Mr. Charles 
Melliſb, and Dr. Hallifax ; the latter, kindly 


conducted me to his houſe, where I might 


have paſſed the remainder of my days, had I 


choſen it, in peace and comfort. I had writ- 
ten to the Baron on my arrival ; and had 
pledged my honour to return to him ; alas! I 
but too ſolemnly gave, and fulfilled it; in 
ſhort, 1 clandeſtinely left the houſe of my 


protecting uncle. I know not what name to 


give to this moſt unhappy proceeding ; it 
was not ingratitude, for my heart has been 
ever a ſtranger to its dictates, and it ſmote 
me at the moment I did ſo; it was not in- 
difference to a reconciliation with my family; 
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but it was blindneſs, it was infatuation ; it 
was a want of courage, and of reſolution to 
facrifice Him, who did not fail to ſacrifice 
Me, when he was convinced, like his mo- 
ther, that I had no longer a fortune at my 
diſpoſal ! 

On my return to Calais, I wrote to the 
Baron, requeſting to fee him ; his anſwer 
was expreſſive of anger at the journey I had 
taken; and every ſucceeding letter was filled 
with indifference, but not of love ; I wrote 
to beg he would return my watch, and other 
things; the former, I have ſince learnt, had 
been ſold; as ſoon as received, to an officer 
of his regiment; the remaining articles doubt- 
leſs ſhared a ſimilar fate. 

Various and unfortunate are the circum- 
ſtances that have ſince occurred, and marked 
the train of events which have rapidly ſuc- 
ceeded to each other; not one of which but 
has been a ſource of ſorrow and diſquiet to 
myſclf; I have been continually the dupe of 
treacherous lovers, falſe friends, and worth- 
leſs acquaintance ; thoſe who have appeared 
moſt zealous to ſerve me, have been almoſt 

conſtantly 


are 
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conſtantly the firſt to deceive, and to betray ! 


Of this number, I cannot avoid mentioning 
one perſon, as a caution to whoever puts con- 
fidence in the moſt plauſible appearances of 


diſintereſted friendſhip. —A Mr. Philip Ryan, 


formerly a merchant, who now reſides at Va- 
lenciennes, and with whom I moſt unfor- 


tunately was acquainted there, ſeemed to en- 
tcrtain for me the pureſt ſentiments of pity 
and eſteem ; I placed in him that unlimited 
confidence, which ſhould be the reward only 


of years of trial, but which it has ever been 


my misfortune to grant to every ſpecious ap- 


pearance. Mr. Ryan lent me a ſum of mo- 


ney, in exchange for drafts for my quarterly 


payments, which were regularly paid. In 


the beginning of the year 1785, I was under 
many embarraſſments in London ; I informed 


Mr. Ryan of them by letter, who returned 


me for anſwer, that his own affairs would 
have called him to England within a few 
months, but that the difficulties of mine 
had determined him on ſetting out immedi- 
ately, to aſſiſt me, as far as was in his power, 
with his purſe and his advice. He accord- 


ingly 
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ingly came; but the purity of his ſentiments 
were ſoon converted from that difintereſtedneſs 
expected and deſired. He propoſed to me a 
plan of life, which was by no means ſuit- 
able to my inclinations, and my telling him 
ſo was productive of the moſt violent hate, 
fucceeding to that ſincere friendſhip which I 
thought I had found only in him. 
Mr. Ryan, on his leaving England, told 
me, I was indebted to him 261. and deſired 
I would give him my note of hand for the 
money. I did fo, after having given him 
previouſly an order on a Mr. Su, a mer- 
chant at Dunkerque, who was keeping for 
me three trunks, containing all I had col- 
lected and poſſeſſed, of any value in the 
world ; I defired Mr. Ryan to take care of 
them 'till my return. Arriving at Dunkerque, 
I found he had placed them at the houſe 
of a Mr. Greville, a wine merchant, who re- 
ſides there ; and on my demanding them, I 
found, to my great aſtoniſhment, that Mr. 


Ryan had ſtopt them for my note of hand; 
and although I have repeatedly offered him a 
Freſh x note, and ſecurity, to have them again, 


I have 
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J have never been able to recover them. 


Theſe trunks contained a large collection of 
manuſcript books and muſic, for which I 


would not have taken, in any moment of 


diſtreſs, two hundred pounds, 


It was in that ſame year, that Mr. Gooch 


and Mr. Woodcock both wrote to me, to in- 


form me, that the education of my children 


becoming more expenſive, Mr. Gooch had 
determined on taking off fifty pounds a year, 
from the two hundred I had till then enjoyed, 
and that he ſhould continue to do ſo during 
four years; in which time he ſhould have an 
eſtate in Norfolk belonging to himſelf, diſ- 
engaged, and he would then return it to me. 
This alteration took place on the firſt of Au- 
guſt, 1785; when, in drawing, as uſual, a 
note on Meſſrs. Hoare, for fifty pounds, I was 
anſwered, that I had henceforward the privi- 
lege of demanding no more than thirty-ſeven 
pounds ten ſhillings, per quarter: this has 
continued ever ſince; and to embarraſs my 
circumſtances ſtill more, I am not per- 
mitted to have any kind of ſecurity for the 
payment even of this one day before it be- 

comes 
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1 
comes due; notwithſtanding that one hun- 
dred pounds per annum is ſettled on me for 
pin money, by marriage articles. Mr. Gooch N 
will not ſuffer the banker to accept, or even 
ſay that he will pay any draft of mine; in this 
he has been perfectly ſeconded by Meſſrs. 
Hoare, from their not choofing to give a ſatiſ- 
factory account of the certainty of my pay- 
ments to any perſon inclined to ſerve me, 
and who refers to them. | 

Thus is every ſtratagem employed to per- 
ſecute me {till farther, in hopes to obtain an 
excuſe in the eyes of the world, for preme- 
ditated, for cruel injuſtice and oppreſſion f 
No pains have been ſpared to ruin, and cruſh 
me for ever; and ſorry I am to ſay, that my 
family, if it has not laboured at my undoing, 
has of late years been ſilent on the ſubject of 
my unparalleled wrongs: How far Mr. 
Gooch can anſwer to this, I leave to the 
heart's beſt monitor, his own conſcience, to 
determine. He has torn me from every tie; 
he has blackened me in the eyes of the 
world, and of my family, and thus for ever 


deprived me of their protection; he has di- 
vided 


1 
vided me from my children, and robbed them 
of that tender care a mother beſt can give; 
every tender connection, every ſocial tie he 
has now diſſolved ; and in plunging me into 
ſorrow, diſgrace, and infamy, he has till 
left me, though ſurrounded by wretchedneſs, 
that triumph which the conſciouſneſs of in- 
tegrity beſtows, and which it is not in the 
power of a whole hoſt of foes to take away. 
I have been accuſed as an unnatural daugh- 
ter, and mother. Can my mother, can my 
children prove me ſo? That pure, that heart- 
felt affection J ever felt for the only remain- 
ing author of my being, has long ſince turned 
into the deepeſt of my wounds. Had I been 
in her ſituation, and ſhe in mine, I would 
have renounced every worldly, every little 
conſideration, and flown to the aſſiſtance © Ws 
my child, to ſave her from deſtruction. Had 
my mother done this, when Mr. Gooch left 
me at Lille, my every pang had been ſpared ; 
for where 1s there a heart which, although 
led away by the blandiſhments of pleaſure, 
and tranſient gratification, could {ill be ſo 
3 loſt, 
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loſt, ſo irrecoverably bad, as to withſtand a 


mother's pleadings, an only parent's tears? 


My children may be deceived into a per- 
ſuaſion, that I am an unnatural mother; but 
have I been permitted to prove to them the 


contrary ? From the year 1778, that I was 


forced from them, *till the year 1782, it was 
out of my power to ſec them, and even to 
know where they were; at that time T learnt 


they were at a ſchool at Walthamſtowe. I 
went there and ſaw them. It is needleſs to 


dwell on the ſenfations which at that mo- 
ment filled my eyes with tears, and my 
heart with the moſt unutterable anguiſh ; 
ſenſations which every boſom would feel un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, and in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion! But as I was totally ignorant what 


Vas their knowledge reſpecting myſelf, I 
thought it neceſſary to conceal from them 
who I was, till [ had gained farther infor- 


mation. On queſtioning my eldeſt boy 
about his mother, he informed me, ſhe was 
in France; I found they knew that I exiſted ; 
and at our next interview, I determined to 
diſcover mylelt to them, 

| Their 
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Their young minds were unconſcious how 
much ſeverer were the pangs I felt on thus 
ſeeing them, than thoſe moments when firſt I 
wakened them into life! They ſaw me with 
a childiſh, and artleſs fondneſs, and wiſhed 
for me to ſtay with them ; I promiſed to re- 
turn on the Sunday following ; and when I 
did fo, the miſtreſs of the ſchool told me, 
with tears in her eyes, that Mr. Gooch had 
been there, and left abſolute orders that I 
ſhould ſee them no more ; ſhe kindly added, 
that the ſincere intereſt ſhe took in my ſitua- 
tion, and the impatient defire my boys had 
expreſſed to fee me again, had determined 
her on ſuffering it ſhould be ſo. But I did 
not mean to injure her for her goodneſs, and 
after having affectionately kiſſed, and bid 
them adieu, I left them, with a promiſe to 
her that I would not return. 5 

I patiently ſupported this inſtance of cruel 
ty, in the hope, which has never forſaken 
me, that I ſhall, at leaſt once more before 
my laſt hour, preſs them to my breaſt, with 
all the tranſports of unreſtrained maternal 


affection : ſhould even this laſt looked for 
7 bleſſing 
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bleſſing be denied my heart, Nature will, 1 
truſt, when I am gone, plead powerfully in 
theirs, and in a mother's cauſe. 

Till within the laſt eighteen months, the 
walls of a priſon were ſtill unknown to me; 
it was in 1786, that I was at Lille, in the ut- 
moſt embarraſſment. I wrote to intreat my 
family would advance me a ſufficient ſum of 
money to releaſe me from the credit I found 
there, and ſo dearly paid; but all was 
ineffectual; not even letters ſent to them 
from Lille, by ſome of the moſt reſpectable 
of its inhabitants, could induce them to re- 
lieve me: a long fit of illneſs, occaſioned by 
real grief and diſappointment, kept me con- 
fined above two months in bed, where I was 
without money, or reſource of any kind. I 
had not gained ftrength ſufficient to leave the 
houſe, when I was arreſted for upwards of 
three hundred pounds, and conveyed to a 
priſon, whoſe leaſt horror was in its name. 

It was in the month of October, and the 
ſeaſon moſt rigorous, when I was taken out 
of a ſick room, and placed in a garret, where 
there was no fire-place, and a miſerable bed 
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on a ſtone floor; in the anti- chamber, leading . 
to it, there was a grate, and the furniture of 
it conſiſted of the different engines and im- 
plements made uſe of for the horrid purpoſe 
of the rack, and executions. The door of this 
anti- chamber was double ironed, and barred, 
and was locked, from five in the afternoon 
till ten in the morning; during which length 
of time it was impoſſible for me to ſee, or 
ſpeak with any one; and the rooms were at 
the farther end of the houſe, out of the reach 
of aſſiſtance, or the hearing of any human 
beings, except the criminals, whoſe dungeons 
were the only proſpect my double-barred 
chamber window commanded. 

Thus was I confined upwards of two 
months, without any other ſociety than a 
profuſion of enormous rats, who came to 
plunder my miſerable ſhelf, My family 
when apprized of my being there, ordered 


a banker to pay me two guineas a week during 
the time of my confinement, but they never 
meant to releaſe me, and I am to thank Provi- 
dence, who ſent a ſtranger to deliver me from 
a ſituation, the idea of which would be ſuffi- 


cient to melt with pity the moſt obdurate heart. 
| Since 
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Since my return to England, a twelve- 
month ago, I have been arreſted for the ſame 
money, which relieved me from Lille; that, 
added to other debts I contracted ſeveral years 


ago in England, now detains me inthe Fleet- 


=] Priſon ; where, oppreſſed by Mr. Gooch, for- 


faken by my family, and deſtitute of friends, 


Jam ignorant whether he is not anſwerable 
for my debts 1t I have no regular ſettlement, 


or if it is not fitting that I ſhould have one to 


ſupport me as a gentleman's daughter, and 
adequate to the fortune which I brought. 


Obliged as I have been, and ſtill am, to make 
away with every thing on which I can raiſe a 
fingle ſhilling, without even the power of 
| borrowing a few guineas on a future quarter; 
ſubject to every inſult which the want of 


money ſeems to authorize; my health fallen 


a prey to my ſituation, without one ſingle 


comfort the world can give; it is not to be 
wondered at that I have long and ſincerely 


wiſhed a happy releaſe from every pang, con- 


vinced as I muſt be, that IJ have no further 


happineſs to expect on earth !—I am draw- 


ing near (and I rejoice at it) this period of 
all my woes !—My family will, perhaps, 
when 
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when it is too late, lament their unkindneſs: 
they will allow, with all thoſe who knew _ 
me, that a too great liberality of mind has 
been my undoing, and they will with they 


| had been leſs ſevere! 


The juſtice I am now about to ſolicit from 
the laws of my country, is the effect of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity ; and not, as may be ſup- 
poſed, that of a reſentment, which my heart 
never felt. I wiſh it was in my power to 
extricate myſelf without having recourſe to 
thoſe laws; but it is impoſſible. I have 
long and ineffectually tried if the picture of 
real woe could not influence my family to re- 
leaſe me from a ſituation which muſt reflect 
diſhonour on themſelves. In the firſt two 
years of my ſeparation, they endeavoured it ; 
I was then blinded by my own folly, and 
the only aggreſſor. I am far from vindicat- 
ing my ſubſequent conduct: it has been 
highly blameable and improper ; its evil con- 
ſequences, however, have been all my own ; 
and though others have drawn down ruin on 
me, none can aſcribe to me the diminution 
of their happineſs. Thus have I been for ſe- 
veral years toſt on a tumultuous ſea driven 


by 
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by its ſtorms from one kingdom to another, 
without even the hope of a clam, or a wiſh, 


but in death! My only conſolation is de- 
rived from the conſciouſneſs that my misfor- 


tunes did not originate with myſelf. [ have 
been compelled by the avarice of ſome, and 


the inſidiouſneſs of others, to act in oppoſi- 
tion to the dictates of my own heart. But I 


harbour no reſentment againſt the firſt authors 


of my unmerited ſufferings ; and hope to find 
that lenity from the world, which I am in- 


clined to extend to thoſe by whoſe artifice I 
have been deprived of all the bleſſings at- 
tendant on birth, fortune, and innocence, 


I cannot conclude without expreſſing a hope, 
that this addreſs will remove ſome of thoſe - 
prejudices which ignorance and malignity 
have raiſed againſt me; and that my name 
may be remembered with pity, rather than 
with indignation, when I become an inha- 
bitant of thoſe realms ** where the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are 
at reſt. F | 4 ö 


THE END, 


